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scarcely any longer be restrained till the early morning,
and that only " if the resignation were by then un-
failingly to hand/' But morning came, bringing not the
much needed authorisation from Spa, but the news of
the no longer avoidable General Strike in the factories
of Berlin.

It is possible that the Emperor slept that night; it is
certain that neither his civil advisers at his capital, nor his
military advisers at his chief Headquarters, attempted
to do so* His civil advisers were, as we have seen,
engaged in trying to obtain, and by wire or 'phone to
transmit to Spa, a true picture of the state of the empire.
His military advisers must have been trying to obtain a
true picture of the state of the army. Precisely at
9*15 a.mu on Saturday morning the gth they caused the
Chancellery at Berlin to be rung up and informed that
** the Chief Command has decided at once to communi-
cate to His Majesty that in the event of a civil war the
armed forces of the country would not support the
Emperor/'

This sudden message was the turning point of these
events* It was the death-knell of the kingdom of Prussia
and of the kingship. Prince Max instantly recognised
its importance. It was, of course, nearly twenty-four
hours too late* Nevertheless, the munition factories in
which the General Strike had broken out were in the far
suburbs of Berlin and it would take some time for the
excitement to work through to the centre of the town*